DAIRY BUSINESS

OF THE YEAR o

Swiss couple master
Aust dairy conditions

By PETER J. AUSTIN

Jorg Hohi in excellent pastures at his Heywood, Vic, farm. Pas-
ture management is one of the key strengths of the farm.
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EYWOOD, Yictoria, dairytarmers Gerda and Jorg
Hobi are among the many farmers 1o have moved from
the other side of the Tasman in recent years, bring with
thern their capital and undoubted Ferming skills,

And their suceess in being named joint winners for south-wes)
Yictoria in the ingugural Dairy Bosiness of the Year awards is
clear evidence that they have guickly mastered the Tarming wech
nigues newsled in Avstralia’s sometimes challenging conditions.

They milk 530 cows on a pasture-driven drvland farm that in
200506 returned almose 10% on assets, with lheir cows averaging

331 kilograms of
total milk solids each g 4o T i
or 1013kg total milk JORG AND GERDA HOBI
aolids a hectare, Heywood, Vic

Alter tarming ini- Dairy Business of Year A.wards
tially in  New South-West Victoria joint winner
Zealand, Mr Hobi i3 2

said their loous wus

on getting the moest from their pastures, but he said farnming in
Austrihia was more enjovable because they had the option to fully
fecd their cows.

The Hobis move to Australia was in fact their second major
change in a relatively short tme. atter first migrating o New
Lealand from their nalive Switzerland,

Mr Hobi said he trained and worked as a bricklaver and hugd
never milked a cow, but atter arriving in New Zealand, they starfed
along the well-gstublished dairy training ladder, working firse for
wages g5 milking hands belore ullimately buying a 170 10 180
cowe farm.

They quickly buile thal up e 300 cows and then in 2000, as
world dairy prices peaked, they sold the Tarm and decided to take
some time tor a closer look at the opportunities they had scen on
carlier visits to Australia,

They sold at the top of the market bot that was followed soon
after by the ceconomic recession riggered by the September 11 ter-
rarist attacks in the US.

Milk prices spiralled down and opening prices in 200203 were
3% below the previous seuson and thar made it a good ime to be
in the market o buy a farm.

Mr Hobi said they Tooked at the different regions and duiry-
larming options across Yictoria before nominating the area close
to Warrnambool us their first preference.

But they soon realised that land with the same prodoction
capacity near Heywood was half the price, and that gave them
the option of a much larger farm Tor the same level of invesl-
merl,

The 346-hectare tarm they hought was just north of Heywood
ancl bad only recently been converted 10 dairy production,

It imcIndeed o near news redary dairy ot Mr Hobi said moch of
the pasture was sill m the early stages of conversion from less
intensive heal amnd sheep farming, with Olsen P levels that were
typically seven to 10 milligrams a kilogram.

Today the Qlsen 1P levels in maost paddocks are in the high
208, and in 200306, the vear on which the Dary Busincss of
the Year competition was judged, they harvested an average 7.6 p






