steve searle

Flexibility first

E}:I‘.u'ig'—c ancl Natasha (Tash)

C¥Shes, Thiry Business of

Lthe Year Compelition linalsts lave
a cast of production of 52.10/kg
milksolids (M35 well beneath the
£2.54 Waikaro averge,

Howvever despite last season
bsing their first year of a Kiwitahi
[ conversion back 1o dairving,
the Red Skv asscssment of their
farm business showed their profin
miarging, feed costs, labour efTi-

cieney and “oore cost” Soow and
Jhectare were all in the Lowe nsk or
exvellent caregnnes.

“One sethack wes bocanese last
SCHSOTS Py e wass 22 per-
cenl,” Fatrick sanl.

This season the 236-cow Lerd's
emply rate was bacl w11 per
cent The Imeeding worth (BW ) of
the herd = 142 (aop 10 prercentl,
perormanee wirth THW 147 and
aneeslny recunding 0 percent

The couple was alse suprised
when the offer of a 5050 cquiny
patnership was made by Gordon

ancl Shirley Toramsend, for whom
they sharemnilleed for lour vears.

Cnable o stretch to buyving
Foantorra sharcs, thoy quickly signoed
with Open Country Choese o be-
cormet supplicr numbser (08,

A architectural dralisoman tain-
e lor three vears belore deciding
1o oo Lanning, Parmck, 35 and Tash
hiacl @ mwro-year stint ar Tiahuna as
contract milkers hefore heading 1o
the Torwrsend's fanm ar Tatuanu.

Thetr partnership fm at Kiwi
tahi, about 1Zkm south of Mor
rinsville, was being fanmed as a

tlrystock unit antl they ok over

aned gt the 1-aside heminghone
ey Backs mnney weorking cader and
Later added a dawy vard with back
e gate and vet vard

UOGK Crop
Widespread weed intestanon 15
bemng connolled through hardes
arazig, but one paddock contin
nes o g a tenop” ot dock
Wilk procduction last seasen

Matasha and Patrick 2'Shea with Siobhan, 5. and Teagan, 3, and farm squily

partmers Gordon and Shirley Townserd,

was 1077ke milgsolids (Msicha
(ks averppe 1173k and 415
bowr i o Lanverzoe 358K Just 3.3
percent of the cows’ dier is atfered
i1 the form of prass or maize silape
supplements

Flesibiliny is 5 ko —seclapting and
weorking around prokslems.

Surengths last season included
pasture utilisation calculated at
13,50 ey mareer (D) ha, fust shor
of the Waikato top 10 porcent, and
levay foragae ancl el concentrae
crls AT consamesd,

“Thee plan s o progressivelys by
ot b porticem ol ity Trom
Croadon ang Shuley and soowe are
saving every coin,” said Parrick

Tash, a former moedical reoeo-
ficise i Hamilton, belps weith cale-
ingg atned lowrkes sificr call resring and
thes famm's basiness accoanis,

She = presently fully occupicd
with their chind davgher Daniclic,
wihese quick hirk on Febrigne 25
werrntledn’t weait nneil afier milking
aned lierally Tef Pacrnck holding die
Falvy wmital the nedwdle amived. 0




