Working, playing and growing grass

alug suppliers Broce and

Donna Arnold
crisasel their farm™s milk pro-
froomre 1000 kilogr '
rinilkesaalicks {4150 ha wo more than
1867kg MS5/ha. And now they
are applving the same farming
lnowhow to a bigper operation

Lhis st

have in

cliectic s o

SO

Winners of the medium input
sectiory of the Dhairy Business of
the Year Competition, they at
tribure their Tatuanui farms' out-
standing profhility last season
of 54398 ha, as measured by Red
Skv Apricultural, to their good
staff, true condition scaring of the
ciows, sound advice from consult-

ants ancl “growing griss”
setting the Arnald system
dparl is an operating prolit (ve
times the Waikaro dairy farm
ha and double

AVerage aof FTHD
the: average for the region™ op
10 peercent of dairy Tarms,

It's mainly becavse their 347
Friesian and Friesian-cross herd
is avernging AoHkg MY cow while
the Wikl

el

dverage is 355ky
vorw on &7 el Tective b,
Thev get fresh breaks of
2700kg o 2800kg DM ha of
pasture and also feed on 2
dhg of maiae silage and palm
kernel/cow on the [eedpad in

the alternoons o work as a

buffer in the rumen, said Bruce.
He was happy to see his cows
leawve 1800 kg DM ha behind as
residual cover.

But on the advice of Andy
Collier, of Intelact, they now
have to ear that down o 1600kg
ta 1700ke ha,

Wi like o see them fully
fed.

One indicator of cow health
is o hoerd's empty rate, which
lasl year was jusl 5.5 percent.
Arcuned one thivd of the heed
are CIDRG for a maore compact
calving,

Resel Skiy's analysis shows 16,0
tonnes of dry mattersha being
harvested, wlhich 15 signilicantly
Waikato dairy
pasture average of 12020 D0 ha.
The top 10 percent
dverage 140 DM T,

“Pasture has always grown

more than the

al farms

well i this area,” said Bruce,

Bruce and Donna Arnold at the new rotary dairy.

He prew up con his father's
Morrinsville farm and afrer three
vears in Australia working as a
I\.‘\.'."'::.l."l.. 'c'.fur1|'.1|;_q Loy sLarl cor-
tract milking at the age of 20

Their first farm was 33ha,
houghe when Broce and Donna
were just married,
micl-20s, They then leased an

in their

adioining area cf Bruce's par
ents’ farm and three vears later
boughe a neighbaur's 20ha, After
five years, in 2000, a previously
leased renoff of 27ha was pur-
chased aned in 2003 1the balance
tarm.

re: novws applving

of s parents
The Arnole
their proven system of semi-in-

teemsives da

fing o higger sole

after buving the Farm next door,

“Ouar new houss was com-
pleted just six meaths beforne
onr neighbour offered ws the
opportunity to by thedr farm,”
Dommna said, “We had o go o
il angd the ank was confident
we could make it pay.”

She's a former bank worker,
now responsible for the farm's
financial records.

Bruce said the dav after his
neighlour's visit he arranged
for a local builder to schedule a

new dainy construction and then
set abhour arranging finance for
the Giha property,

Sik-bail
Westlalia external rotary, IUs
still to ke decided whether ta
install a herd recording svstom
fram Westfalie, LIC or another

The new dairy = a

compeetitor

Whichever is chasen, Broce
and Donna will have carciully
considered the options, as dem
anstrated by thewr track record
in dntegrating extra land oo
meday’s 1360ha uni

Their latcst cxpzasion has
reqirires] realignment of fences
and, on Collier’s advice, the
concrete feedpad was extended
tor foed 420 cows near the new
dairy tnr minimise aastage of
maiae, silage and palm kernel
ke up 23 per
cent ol the cows’ dict,

aupplements tha

Avoorcling e Resd Slov's analysis
therr lorage cost last season was
tons bagh and Bruce has decided
1 buy no more grase silige and
instesid concenitate on maise,
wrovecing mname ol the crega them-
selves.

Ile is plannng osmaize-cron
most of the 27ha nan-off after thelr
130 heifers have heen grazed off,
The exra Teed will B reguirsd
o udld the farm's stoclking e
back up 1 cowsha, tae herd
being increased w 620 cows,

Fresionshy @ trostes of Tatuganui

Schond, Broce, 4, and family
are keen gollers and wehether
val'1e talling spor or farming he
helicves s usuallv o pood idea
ter listen to cxpern acvisers who
can improeee your gme Cand get
youn el iviled

Danna and Bruce Arnold with their children Kur, 13, Cadie, 9, and Tadd, 15,
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